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o Artportalen. 
• Background - fast

 What is it all about? 
 Where does the data originate from?
 What can it do? 
 Who uses it?

o Demonstration



Artportalen 
(Swedish Species Observation System,

www.artportalen.se)

http://www.artportalen.se/


1996 Bird reporting system - Swedish Environmental
Protection Agency

1997 System developed in collaboration with the Swedish 
Ornithological Society (SOF)

2003 Other plant and animal groups

2005 Artportalen moved to the Swedish Species Information 
Centre (ArtDatabanken / SLU)

2007       Authorities begin to use Artportalen

2015 Current version of Artportalen completed. The Norwegian
version, Artsobservasjoner, released

a short history



Functions

o Reporting system

o Data storage –secure and 
long term

o Communication – meeting 
place

o Data inspection

o Validation and quality
assurance



Users:-

o Nature enthuisiasts and societies (SOF BirdLife, Swedish Entomological
Society)

o General public

o Authorities
• Län (County councils)

• Kommun (Town councils)

• Agencies (Swedish Forest Agency, Swedish Agency for Marine and Water
Management)

• Consultancy firms

• NGOs

• Researchers (Analysisportalen)

https://skogskartan.skogsstyrelsen.se/skogskartan/
https://www.analysisportal.se/
http://www.slu.se/site/svenska-lifewatch
http://www.slu.se/site/svenska-lifewatch


• ca. 55,000,000 observations 
– 65,000 Swedish species

• 527,000 unique visitors and 12,000 reportors (2015) 
– ca. 97% of data gathered by volunteers (general public, 

society members)
» ArtData =second largest data provider to GBIF (ca. 10%)

• ca. 8,500 unique daily visitors

summary figures

Google analytics

http://www.gbif.org/occurrence
https://analytics.google.com/analytics/web/?hl=sv&pli=1%23realtime/rt-overview/a1320469w2314135p2349273/


Why? Functionality provided
o Public tools

• Record keeping (e.g. personal diary / sites, personal / 
group projects, Bird Localities, Flora- fauna Guardian 
sites)

• Search (e.g. species occurance [spatial and temporal], 
present as lists / maps / histograms / pictures / export 
data)

• Special ’Themes’ (e.g. Landskapkatolog, EuroBirdwatch)

o Administration Tools

• Validation

• Guardians



Additional

o Project parameters (funded by Swedish LifeWatch)

o Shape file functionality

Future

o APIs

o Checklist reporting

o Validation tools

o Improvements – Artportalen Advisory Council



Demonstration

o Artportalen in general

o Data validation

o Flora Guardians

http://www.artportalen.se/
http://www.artportalen.se/
http://test.artportalen.se/
http://test.artportalen.se/
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